


 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2024 

! ! ! ! !

          * Please stand if it is comfortable to do so.  Bold print is everyone in unison 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, GREET ONE ANOTHER  (be seated) 

CHURCH BELL (the bell invites us to worship)          

PRELUDE 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP (responsively) 

Come, let us prepare ourselves with open hearts for the Christmas story, 

And hear the angel's disturbing message. 

Then, like Joseph, with firm faith in God,  

Let us make room for Jesus in our lives. 

*OPENING HYMN       O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1-2)                 #144 

*WE INVITE GOD TO WORSHIP (unison) 

Gracious God, we are a people of many distractions, pulled in different 

directions, responding to multiple and often conflicting needs. We thank you 

for the gifts of Sabbath and worship, for a space and a time to set aside 

everything that tugs at us and instead focus our hearts and minds on you. 

Quiet our spirits so we may hear your Spirit speaking to us. Amen. 

*RESPONSE       Come, O Long Expected Jesus (v.1)         #125 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH-Schotter Family                   

CHILDREN’S MOMENT      Jesus Loves Me 

OFFERING INVITATION** 
Let us give back to God with gratitude for all blessings received. 

*RESPONSE                   In the Bleak Midwinter  (v.4) 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

   O Emmanuel, what do we have to offer to you? Just as Mary and 

Joseph were blessed by being the parents of Jesus because they were faithful 

to you, so we, too, in our act of offering the fruit of our labor,  our time and 

talents, put our trust and our lives in your almighty hands. Amen. 

WE GATHER IN PRAYER 

 Silent Prayers – Pastoral Prayer-The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)  

Congregational Response: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (chorus)        #119 

SCRIPTURE:     Luke 1:46b-55 

L: The Word of God for the People of God  P: Thanks be to God 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - One Small Child        

*CLOSING HYMN        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice           #164 

*BLESSING (responsively) 

Here is the word of Christmas - the strength in which we too -- just like the 

shepherds - can return glorifying and praising God for all that we have seen; the 

faith and hope in which we can rejoice, not only in this blessed season, but on 

every blessed day of life from here until the dawning of the kingdom. 

Good Christian friends, rejoice - Jesus Christ was born to save! Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       Go In Peace                  #445 

* POSTLUDE 
 

**You may place your offering in the plate at the back of the sanctuary or  online 

at myucc.org and clicking on the contribute button. Please prayerfully consider 

setting up regular online donations to continue our outreach into the community.  
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THIS WEEK in the Life of St. John’s
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
Adult Sunday School 9:15 am

Fellowship  10 am
Worship 10:30 am 
Children's Church 

Children Christmas Program 
CFM Family Holiday Dinner 6 pm

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Worship Comm 6 pm
Church Board 7 pm

BABE Store 12-5:30 pm
Friends 5-6:15 pm  

WEDNESDAY, December 18
Choir 7pm

Laundry Love 6-8 pm
THURSDAY, December 19

Girl Scouts 4 pm 

LOOKING AHEAD
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Adult Sunday School 9:15 am

Worship 10:30 am 
Children's Church 

Children Christmas Program 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23

BABE Store 12-5:30 pm
Friends 5-6:15 pm  

TUESDAY, December 24 
Christmas Worship @ 7 pm

WEDNESDAY, December 25
Christmas Day 
Office Closed 




