


 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2024 

! ! ! ! !

          * Please stand if it is comfortable to do so.  Bold print is everyone in unison 
 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, GREET ONE ANOTHER  (be seated) 

CHURCH BELL (the bell invites us to worship)          

PRELUDE 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP (responsively) 

Make ready a pathway for our God. 

Clean out the debris in our hearts and our closets. 

Clear out a space in our calendars. 

Put aside any sense of unworthiness 

And focus on the One who comes to love us. 

Prepare a place in our homes and hearts. 

Set the table and light the candles, 

For Christ is coming. 

*OPENING HYMN                 like a child           #133 
*WE INVITE GOD TO WORSHIP (unison) 

On this Second Sunday of Advent, O Lord, we come to praise your 

holy name for your unmatched love given to us in Christ. Enable us to 

humbly receive your grace and dutifully dedicate ourselves to worshiping 

and serving you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*RESPONSE       Come, O Long Expected Jesus (v.1)         #125 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH -Mattingly Family 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          Jesus Loves Me  

OFFERING INVITATION** 
Let us give back to God with gratitude for all blessings received. 

*RESPONSE                   In the Bleak Midwinter  (v.4) 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

Open our eyes and ears. Revive the desert places in us that we may yet 

blossom. Don't let the world be cold or dry. Bring your promises close to it. 

Freshen it. And let us stand on tiptoes of expectation, daily through Advent, 

convinced that we will find your footprints on our paths, and that one day 

soon we will see these gifts blossom as flowers in the desert. Amen. 

ANTHEM       Will You Know Him When He Comes      

WE GATHER IN PRAYER 

 Silent Prayers – Pastoral Prayer-The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)  

Congregational Response: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (chorus)        #119 

SCRIPTURE:  Old Testament: Malachi 3:1-4 

   New Testament: Luke 3:1-6 

L: The Word of God for the People of God  P: Thanks be to God 

MESSAGE         Listening to the Prophets 

*CLOSING HYMN       Watcher, Tell Us of us of the Night     

            (sung to Come, Ye, Thankful, People Come  #718) 

*BLESSING (responsively) 

May the rough places in your life be made smooth. May the valleys of 

despair be filled with comfort. May the door to your heart be wide open. 

May the glory of Emmanuel be with us all our days. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       Go In Peace                  #445 

* POSTLUDE 
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THIS WEEK in the Life of St. John’s
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

Adult Sunday School 9:15 am
Worship 10:30 am Ugly Sweater Sunday 

Children's Church 
CFM Family Holiday Dinner 6 pm

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
BABE Store 12-5:30 pm

Friends 5-6:15 pm  
Outreach & Missions  6:30 pm
WEDNESDAY, December 11

Choir 7pm
Messy Church Meeting 5:15 pm

Christian Education  6 pm
THURSDAY, December 12

Dinner & Conversation 6 pm Café Moonlight 

LOOKING AHEAD
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
Adult Sunday School 9:15 am

Fellowship  10 am
Worship 10:30 am 
Children's Church 

Children Christmas Program 
CFM Family Holiday Dinner 6 pm

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
Worship Comm 6 pm
Church Board 7 pm

BABE Store 12-5:30 pm
Friends 5-6:15 pm  

WEDNESDAY, December 18
Choir 7pm

Laundry Love 6-8 pm
THURSDAY, December 19

Girl Scouts 4 pm 




