


 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 7, 2025 

     

* Please stand if it is comfortable to do so.  Bold print is everyone in unison       

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, GREET ONE ANOTHER  (be seated) 

PRELUDE   

CHURCH BELL (the bell invites us to worship) 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP (responsively) 

We seek a big enough God who has overcome all things. 

Jesus said, “If you would be my disciple, you must deny yourself and take 

up the cross.” 

We take heart knowing that “Nothing can separate us from God’s love, which 

enables us to do all things.” 

This we do by the promise of faith guaranteed by God’s abounding grace.  
 

*OPENING HYMN    Rejoice, You Pure in Heart            #15 
 

*WE INVITE GOD TO WORSHIP (unison) 

By the touch of your Spirit, help us hold fast to you, O Lord, and serve you 

by attending to the needs of others in a world dying for your touch. Empower 

us, Holy Spirit, to discern the difference between self-serving motives hidden 

within good intentions and true sacrifice that entails daily dying to self. Join 

with us now as we worship and glorify You. Amen. 
 

*RESPONSE              Seek Ye First (v. 1)                    #354 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (children please come forward)         Jesus Loves Me  
 

OFFERING INVITATION** 

 Let us give back to God with gratitude and thanksgiving for all blessings. 
 

*RESPONSE        Accept. O God, the Gifts We Bring        #379

              

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)     Mother Teresa 

Here I am, Lord -- body, heart and soul. Grant that with your love, I may be 

big enough to reach the world, and small enough to be at one with you. 

Amen. 
 

WE GATHER IN PRAYER 

 Silent Prayers – Pastoral Prayer-The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)  

 Congregational Response:  Seek Ye First (v. 2)                            #354 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 Jonathan Clark 
 

SCRIPTURE:  
Old Testament: Psalm 139:1-6 

  New Testament: Luke 14:25-33 

The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God 
 

MESSAGE             Let Go and Let God 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Communion Prayer 

 God be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to God. 

 Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

 It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Words of Institution; Consecration and Sharing of the Elements 

Thanksgiving Prayer  
 

*CLOSING HYMN               I Come with Joy (vs. 4-5)          #420 
 

*BLESSING (responsively) 

The call to live as Christ’s disciples is made possible through the power of 

God’s Holy Spirit working in and through us. 

We go forth together as those who are sent to be salt and light, and to  
 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    Blest Be the Tie That Binds (v. 1)            #433 
 

* POSTLUDE   

 
 






